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SOTV HELPS MAKE OPERATION  
CHRISTMAS CHILD A SUCCESS! 

A Publication of Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 

ACT youth get ready to hand out door prizes at the spaghetti fundraising dinner on Feb. 21. 
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Enjoy Dinner on Us! 
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A special thank you to everyone who participated 

in the 2014 Operation Christmas Child program. 
We collected a total of 538 boxes! A special 

thanks to Trudy Tompkins and Dee Christenson 
who took over as coordinators for this wonderful 

ministry, working with A.C.T. What an amazing 
missions opportunity to be a part of! Our  
shoeboxes are a part of reaching out to children in remote, hard-to-reach 

places through the local church where there is very little outreach and  
evangelism. And we get to be a part of it! 



 

Dear Family in Christ, 

 

O 
ne of the hard lessons pastors learn about the church is 

not from the Bible at all. Let’s lay these awfulness 
lessons out in sentences. What does church 

membership mean to some people today? 

 It means perks and privileges for me and the family. 

 It means others will serve me. Just pay the going rate and 
your needs will be well taken care of by others. 

 It means that the church is in the business of receiving rather 
than giving, being served instead of serving, rights instead of 
responsibilities, and entitlements instead of sacrifice. 

This wrongful view of church membership sees the tithes and offerings as membership dues that 
entitle members to a never-ending list of privileges and expectations, instead of an unconditional 

cheerful gift to God. 

Bur when God’s word speaks to us, we see that church membership really means we are all 

necessary parts of the whole of the body of Christ (I Corinthians 12-14). When you dig into these 
three chapters of the Bible,  enjoy! Church membership really means we are all different, but we 
still work together in beautiful diversity. Membership really means everything we say and do is 
based on the great biblical foundation of love. 

We have worked hard to turn church membership into a man-made, man-centered, and  
man-maintained event. Goodbye biblical membership, hello me! We moved it from functioning 
for Jesus sake to self-absorption. This baggage may be very hard to release down the chute of 

no return. Perhaps we need to replace it with another Word. Perhaps we could use the word 
discipleship? Yes. I like it! 

Discipleship: The ongoing life of a believer in Christ that involves following the Savior and 
becoming more like him. A Christian disciple is a person who accepts and assists in the spreading 

of the good news of Jesus Christ. I’m going to work hard to make disciples. I hope you’re  
with me. 

 

Rev. David Dahlke 
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S 
hepherd of the Valley finished the year strong and operating within 
the approved annual budget. Offering for the year was $659,135 with 

total income for the church $716,765. The church had expenses for 
the year of $678,683. The Early Learning Center has income for the 

year of $310,678 and expenses of $298,850. Shepherd of the Valley continues 
to be blessed with faithful members that continue to mature in their spiritual 
lives; rooted, reaching and growing in God’s Word.   

 
Shepherd of the Valley’s Endowment fund finished the year at a balance of 

$1,036,000. The principle amount contributed to the Endowment fund is 
never withdrawn but is used to generate income which is used for different 

ministry to fulfill God’s mission for us. The Endowment team (6 – 8 church 
members) monitors the investments to insure the strategy is maintain for a 
passive investment with 70 percent equity and 30 percent income. SOTV certainly welcomes any  

donations to build the endowment fund. In 2014, the fund helped fund the following: family ministry, 
youth ministry, and the purchase of a new keyboard.  

 
Lisa and Thomas Jimenez 

Joined 1/14/2015 
1107 McKinley Avenue 

Des Moines, IA  50315-3828 
515-473-2586 

 
Leslie Napier  

Timothy, David, Matthew, Nancy 
and Nora  

Joined 12/2/2014 
4530 Oakwood Lane 

West Des Moines, IA  50265-5414 
515-327-6039 



 

Ladies’ Bible Study: Join us for Ladies Bible Study on Thursday mornings from 9:30 a.m. — 11:15 a.m.  

Childcare is provided.  This class is led by Marie Rickert and studies different sections of the Bible,  
characters and current events in the lives of women. It is a wonderful environment to learn more and more 

about God’s unfailing love. Come to this class filled with laughter and wisdom for all. 

Men’s Bible Study: Please consider joining the Men’s Breakfast Bible Study group that meets the first and 

third Mondays of the month at the Iowa Machine Shed Restaurant (11151 Hickman Rd.) from  
6:30 — 7:30 a.m. Please be assured you can join us at any time as new discussions occur each meeting. 

For more information, contact Ken Setzkorn at 252-6768 (work) or 979-1032 (cell). You will be glad you 
came. Check us out! 
 

Adult Sunday School: Join us Sunday morning from 9:15 a.m. — 10:15 a.m. in the Family Life  

Center. Come for coffee and treats and a wonderful time of fellowship.  
 

Intercessory Prayer: Join this group Saturday mornings at 8 a.m. to gather in prayer for our  
congregation and individual prayer requests.  
 

Prayer Chain: The prayer chain is looking for additional members to pray for the joys, sorrows and 
needs of members and their friends. Prayers are sent out by e-mail or phone calls and God has given 

amazing answers to our prayers. If you would like more information, please call Marie Rickert at  
225-8421. If you would like to submit a prayer, you may call the church office at 225-1623 or e-mail 
Marie at mmrickert@msn.com. 

 
Altar Guild: Ever wonder how the communion gets on the altar?  If you could serve on this team for 

one month of the year or would like more information, please contact Barb Monson at 987-1655. 
  

DO YOU PLAY THE PIANO? 
 

SOTV has paid openings for individuals 
who can play hymns and/or songs for all 
of our worship services. Flexible sched-
uling is available. If you are  
interested or if you know of someone, 
please contact Angie Spann at  
Angie@sotv-wdm.org or call the  
church office.  
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SUMMER MINISTRY CHANGES 

O 
ver the last several weeks planning and prayer has been put into 
Shepherd of the Valley’s summer ministries.  Out of this prayerful 
planning, the decision has made to restructure the format of  
Vacation Bible School.  SOTV will no longer offer the half-day  

morning children’s program. Instead, Shepherd of the Valley will offer a  
family outreach and service program on three Sunday evenings in June. This 
new program allows us to be lights for Jesus in the community.  

The new summer ministry will be called SERVANTS QUEST.  It will be an  
intergenerational family ministry where families with children, married  
couples, or singles will be encouraged to participate. The vision for this  
ministry will be to prepare ourselves for service then go out and serve the 
community. This three-hour (or so) ministry will include a meal, praise/
celebration, and service/outreach projects for all ages.  Some projects will be 
on site and some in the community.  Some projects will be for skilled hands 
and some for people with no/low skills.  It is our belief that faith is caught as 
much as it is taught … so we will model our faith in action for each other and 
the community.  
 
Watch for more details to come and for registration online or in the church 
office. 
 
Junior Youth Service Event:  Saturday, April 29 from 6 – 8:00 p.m.  Charge Em’ Up!  Youth and 
adults will be walking through the community delivering 9-volt batteries to make sure their smoke  

detector is charged up. Of course, each battery will have a faith message from SOTV. Nine-volt  
batteries are needed by March 22 for this service event. Please bring batteries to the box outside 

Marilyn’s office door.  
 

Lent Devotionals arrive around Feb. 23. Currently, two devotions will be available. One devotion 
booklet is a twice-weekly devotion for family with children. The second booklet contains devotions 
written by SOTV youth and adult members. 

 
 



 

Wednesday Night & Lent Schedule: BLAST (Preschool to grade 4) will NOT meet. Class will  

resume on April 8 with the family cookout on April 28. JAM & Confirmation (Grades 5-8) will NOT 
meet on Wednesday evenings during Lent.  Class time will be on Sunday mornings 9:15—10:15 a.m. 

starting Feb. 15. 
 

Sunday School Dates to Remember 
March 15 –  No Classes -  Spring Break 
March 22 — 1-2-3– Magic starts in the Multi-purpose room at 9:15 a.m. 

April 19 –  No Classes – Easter Sunday 
 

May is  Nursery Graduation Month 
In early, May children going into Kindergarten (Fall 2015) graduate from the nursery ministry.  Until 
the May graduation Renea Seitz, Kary Howie and Marilyn Shults will help parents with suggestions for 

transitioning your child into worship.  [Yes, Renea and Kary will miss your child terribly…but they are 
also very proud of how the children in their ministry grow and mature!] 

 
STICKY FAITH  

The first five sessions of STICKY FAITH have just been completed. What is STICKY FAITH? Sticky Faith is faith 
that lasts for more than a season.  It is faith that lasts for the long haul of life. What are some stats that tell us 
faith in your youth is not lasting? Forty to fifty percent of kids who graduate from a church or youth group will 

fail to stick with their faith in college. When asked “What would you say being a Christian is all about?” more 
than two-thirds of the answers related to “doing” the faith.  More than one-third did not mention Jesus and 35 
percent did not mention God or Jesus! A lifestyle of external faith is not enough to sustain Sticky Faith. Twelve 

percent of youth have a regular dialogue with their mom on faith and life issues.  Five percent of youth have 
regular faith or life issues conversations with dad. For high school and college students there is a relationship 

between attendance at church worship services and Sticky Faith. More than two million US teens go on mission 
trips annually.  While that is to be applauded, for five out of six of them, the trips don’t have much impact on 
their lives. So what is the solution?  Sad news – there is NO silver bullet.  Good news – Sticky Faith has ideas 

for parents and congregations that can help build faith that lasts over time.  Interested in learning Sticky Faith 
ideas?  Let Marilyn know….let’s get a group set up. 

 
Rite of Confirmation at SOTV 
Confirmation weekend starts with pictures for confirmation youth and the pastors at 8:30 a.m. on  

Saturday, April 25.  Pictures are followed by a brunch around 10:00 a.m.  During the brunch  
confirmation students will read their testimonial.  The Rite of Confirmation will be at worship services 

the weekend of April 25-26.  Congratulations, Confirmands! 
 

SOTV FAMILY PICNIC 2015! 
Please mark your calendars for our Annual 
Family Picnic on April 28 at 6:30 p.m.. This event 
will be held in the church outside area 
(weather permitting) otherwise we will use the 
gym. Please bring a side dish to share. The meat, 
table service and drinks will be provided. 
Please invite a friend. There will be lawn 
games, fellowship and other surprises so don't 
miss it! 



 

Comedian, Dannie T 

Musician, Ted Poulsen 



 

T 
here are some very exciting events being 
planned by the LWML! Watch the “Shepherd’s 
Corner” for details of upcoming activities.   

The LWML is most commonly known for its 
“mite” offerings throughout the world, and in that vein 
the SOTV chapter of Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League remains committed to the LWML pledge of  

“We consecrate to our Savior our hands to work for Him, 
our feet to go on His errands, our voice to sing His raises, 
our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and 
gold to extend His kingdom,” (Excerpt from LWML Pledge). 

LWML members meet on the third Tuesday of each month, with the main focuses being 
Bible Study, fellowship, and mission project planning in the forms of tying quilts, visiting 

shut-ins, making favors for nursing homes and shut-ins,  and various other service pro-
jects.  “Mite offerings” are collected at each meeting. Occasional “dinners out” are enjoyed 
by all.  The LWML ladies provide treats for Bible Study coffee hour the third Sunday of 
each month, with proceeds designated to mission funding. 

Plans are being made to participate in the national LWML pre-convention and convention 
activities to be held June 26-28 right here in Des Moines, Iowa.  (Please continue to do-

nate your used toner cartridges till then!)  Contact President Judy Matthies with any  
convention questions. 

LWML membership is open to all ladies of SOTV.  Plan to visit and join the group in the on-
going effort to expand His Kingdom “so that all may know Jesus.” 

 

 

The LWML is most commonly known for its “mite” offerings throughout the 
world, and in that vein the SOTV chapter of Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League remains committed to the LWML pledge of “We consecrate to our Savior 
our hands to work for Him, our feet to go on His errands, our voice to sing His 
raises, our lips to proclaim His redeeming love, our silver and gold to extend  

His kingdom…. 
(excerpted from LWML Pledge). 

 



 

LENTEN & HOLY WEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 
LENTEN SERVICES 
Mid-Week Services February 18, 25 and March 4, 11, 18, 25 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Palm Sunday Worship  
March 29 at 8:00 and 10:30 a.m. 
  
Maundy Thursday 
April 2 at 6:30 p.m. 
  

 

Good Friday 
April 3 at 1 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
(No Saturday Service on  
April 4) 
 
Easter Day Service 
April 5 
7 a.m. Sunrise Service 
8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
Communion at all Services 
(No Sunday School) 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt  
APRIL 4 

Join us at 11 a.m. for an Easter Egg Hunt  
on the church grounds . 
Sponsored by A.C.T.   

Easter Breakfast 
ACT will be hosting a FREE breakfast for the  
congregation on Easter Sunday, April 5 from  
7:30 a.m.— 11 a.m.  It’s our way of saying  
“Thank You” to our wonderful congregation who  
support us in so many ways.   
 
Plan on having breakfast at SOTV with us! 



 

 
It's Enrollment Time!   
Shepherd's Flock ELC has preschool openings for 3, 4, and 5 year-olds for the 
2015-16 school year. We offer small class size, teachers with college degrees 
in education, and a Christian setting. Contact Diane Hensley at 225-1952 ext. 
14 or diane@sotv-WDM.org.  
 
Matching Funds 
for Schools 
Did you know that 
many employers 
will match your  
giving contribution 
when designated to 
the school of your 
choice?  Ask your 
employer  
today!  Please  
consider giving to 
Shepherd's Flock 
ELC or another 
school of your 
choosing.  Your  
donation will make 
a big difference in 
the lives of  
others.  Thanks! 
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WELCOME, LITTLE ONESWELCOME, LITTLE ONESWELCOME, LITTLE ONES   
SOTV welcomed the following new members through holy baptism  
this winter. 

Ficher Tate Belden  
Son of Mark and Debora Belden 

 
Camryn Leigh Lauck 

Daughter of John Lauck and Molly Brown 
 

Matthew Napier   
Son of Jonathan and Leslie Napier 

 
Nancy Napier  

Daughter of Jonathan and Leslie Napier 
 

Nora Napier  
Daughter of Jonathan and Leslie Napier 



 

Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church 
3900 Ashworth Road  
West Des Moines, IA   50265 

LENTEN MEALS WILL BE PROVIDED 
by various SOTV ministry members prior to each Wednesday night Lenten service at 
5:30 p.m. The meal schedule is as follows: 
 
February 25 Italian Pasta Bake, Garden Salad, Roll & Chocolate Cake (PBJ option) 
March 4  Baked Potato Bar & Dessert (PBJ option) 
March 11            Brisket, cheesy potatoes, green beans, roll and cookie (PBJ option) 
March 18            Latin-American food 
 
Free-will donations are appreciated. Service will fol-
low each week at 6:30 p.m. 


